
 
CELLA ©2005 and 2010 by AccountabilityWorks. CELLA was developed by Educational Testing Service. 

This document ©2018 by AccountabilityWorks. 
Page 1 of 23 

  

CELLA Online Training Packet: K-5 
 

Learning to Score Level A, Ax and B 
Speaking, Oral Reading and Constructed 
Writing Response Sections 

 
Comprehensive 

English Language 
Learning Assessment 

Online 
 



 
CELLA ©2005 and 2010 by AccountabilityWorks. CELLA was developed by Educational Testing Service. 

This document ©2018 by AccountabilityWorks. 
Page 2 of 23 

  

 How to Score Speech Functions  

Score 
 
Rubric for Speech Functions 
 

2 

The student’s response:  
• solicits the appropriate information  
• is mostly grammatically accurate   
• may display mistakes common to native speakers of English  

1 
The student’s response:  

• partially solicits information, but it may not be relevant; and/or   
• is not grammatically accurate  

0 

The student’s response:  
• is very incomplete; or  
• is not understandable in English  
• No response 

 
Speech Functions Training Items 
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How to Score Personal Opinion Items 

Score 
 

Rubric for Personal Opinion 
 

2 

• The student states the opinion clearly and provides adequate support 
for the opinion, often with elaboration.  

• The listener understands why the student holds the opinion. 
• The response displays good control of grammar and adequate 

vocabulary.  

1 

• The student states the opinion but provides minimal support for it; 
the connection between the opinion and the support given may not be 
clear.  

• The listener may be unclear as to why the student holds the opinion. 
• The response displays numerous grammatical errors and a basic 

vocabulary.  

0 

• The student does not provide an opinion, or responds with only a 
single word or short phrase.  

• The student has difficulty constructing sentences and very limited 
vocabulary.  

• No Response 
 
Personal Opinion Training Items 
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How to Score Story Retell 

Score Rubric for Story Retelling 
 

4 

The student’s response:  
• is full and satisfactory   
• shows well developed vocabulary resources (i.e., the student can generally find the right 

word and use it appropriately)  
• shows good control of grammar, though it may include an occasional minor error that 

does not interfere with communication  
• may display an accent, but any errors of pronunciation or intonation do not interfere 

with communication  
• is produced at an appropriate rate of speed and with sufficient fluency for effective 

communication   

3 

The student’s response:  
• is satisfactory in completing the task  
• shows adequate vocabulary resources  
• may display some grammatical errors that may interfere with communication  
• may display an accent, but errors of pronunciation and intonation only occasionally 

interfere with communication  

2 

The student’s response:  
• does not fully complete the task  
• displays a basic, but not extensive vocabulary (i.e., the student sometimes cannot find 

the right word)   
• displays numerous grammatical errors that often interfere with communication  
• may display errors in pronunciation and/or intonation that often interfere with 

communication  

1 

The student’s response:  
• does not complete the task  
• shows limited vocabulary resources  
• makes numerous grammatical errors that frequently impede communication   
• displays numerous errors in pronunciation, intonation, or stress that interfere with 

communication  

0 

The student’s response:  
• shows very limited vocabulary resources  
• does not demonstrate an understanding of English  
• is not comprehensible in English   
• no response 
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Story Retell Checklist: This checklist provides guidance on how to apply the five 
specific categories for determining a student’s score using the story retell rubric. 

 
 
Story Retell Training Items 
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How to Score Reading Items  
The teacher scores some of the phonemic awareness items in Level A/Ax and one oral 
reading fluency item in Level B. 

Reading Level A/Ax: Phonemic Awareness 
I am going to ask you to make up some words that rhyme with the words that I say. Listen: sit, fit, kit—
what is another word that Rhymes with sit, fit, kit:  You could say mitt, bit. Or make up a word. [Check for 
understanding of the concept.] Any questions? [Answer student questions.] 
Let’s start. 
Question 1. [Screen Shot: Listen.] 
Listen: mat, fat, cat.  
What is another word that rhymes with mat, fat, cat? 
[Possible responses: at, bat, gnat, hat, rat, sat, etc.] 
Score Student Response. 
Click Continue. 
Question 2. [Screen Shot: Listen.] 
Listen: loss, toss, boss.  
What is another word that rhymes with loss, toss, boss?  
[Possible responses: moss, sauce, and made up words such as, foss, poss, etc.] 
Score Student Response. 
Click Continue. 

Now we are going to do something different. I will say parts of a word and you say the whole word. Let’s 
practice: 
I say,  /c/- /andy/ [Pause]. What word?  You say, candy;  
Let’s try it.  
Listen: /c/-/andy/ [Pause] What word? Student says candy. If the student repeats /c/-/andy/ (stopping between 
the sounds), then ask the student to say the whole word. If the student doesn’t say the word candy, then repeat the 
question, and give the student the answer.  
Any questions?  
Let’s Begin. 
Question 3. [Screen Shot: Listen and say the whole word.] 
Listen: /h/-/orse/. What word?  If the student repeats /h/-/orse/ (stopping between the parts), then ask the student 
to say the whole word. Repeat the question. 
[Student says whole word without a pause: horse] 
Score Student Response. 
Click Continue. 
Question 4. [Screen Shot: Listen and say the whole word.] 
Listen: /sh/-/op/. What word? If the student repeats /sh/-/op/ (stopping between the parts), then ask the student 
to say the whole word. Repeat the question. 
[Student says whole word without a pause: shop] 
Score Student Response. 
Click Continue. 
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Reading Level B Reading Aloud for Fluency  
As you listen, practice timing the student response. Tally the student’s errors and note the 
last word the student reads in 30 seconds. Use the numbers in the right-hand margin to 
calculate the number of words read. Subtract the number of errors to get the total number 
of words read correctly. Use the rubric to assign a score.  
As the student reads, mark or tally any student errors. Repetitions and self-corrections are 
not counted as errors. If the student makes the same mistake several times on the same 
word, only count that as one error. There are four types of errors:  

1) substitutions (e.g., home instead of house)  
2) mispronunciations (e.g., fell instead of fall ) Note: words pronounced with an 
accent are counted as correct if they cannot be confused with other English words.  
3) omissions (i.e., skipped words)  
4) hesitations that least more than three seconds  
 

Score 
 

Rubric for Reading Aloud for Fluency (Level B) 
 

4 

• Read at least 60 words correctly in 30 seconds.  
• Most often grouped words in meaningful phrases.  
• Heeded punctuation.  
• Used intonation and expression. 

3 
• Read between 45 and 59 words correctly in 30 seconds.  
• Usually grouped words in meaningful phrases.  
• Usually heeded punctuation.  

2 
• Read between 21 and 44 words correctly in 30 seconds.  
• May have read haltingly, from word to word, or without meaningfully grouped phrases.  
• May not have indicated punctuation in response.  

1 
• Read between 10 and 20 words correctly in 30 seconds.  
• Frequent long pauses between words.  
• May not have indicated punctuation in response.  

0 
• Read fewer than 10 words correctly in English in 30 seconds.  
• Responded in a language other than English.  
No response 

 
Teacher Copy of Passage for Level B 
 
The brown bear lives in the woods. She looks for   10  

nuts and berries in the fall. She must eat a lot of food.   23  

In the winter, there will not be much food for her.   34  

When it gets cold, the bear goes into a cave. She will   46  

sleep for most of the winter. When she comes out in   57  

the spring, the first thing she will do is look for food.   69  
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Writing Paragraphs  
Writing Paragraphs items are designed to assess a student’s ability to write single 
organized paragraphs with topic sentences and effective supporting details. The prompt 
can call for descriptive, narrative, compare-and-contrast, and/or persuasive paragraphs, 
depending on grade level. Minimum lengths for the paragraphs are 5 sentences at 
Level B, 6 sentences at Level C, and 7 sentences at Level D.  
Writing Paragraphs items are scored with a rubric that takes into account task completion, 
organization, vocabulary, and grammar and mechanics. A score of 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4 is given 
for each paragraph written.  

Scoring Rubric: Writing Paragraphs Level Ax 

 

 
 

Rubric for Paragraph Writing Level Ax 
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Anchor Papers 
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